A number of plants have been described in Ayurveda and other traditional medicine for the management of diabetes. However, information about them is not easily available. Active constituents of any medicinal plant define the efficacy and safety of treatment to control hyperglycemia. We describe the database to maintain the record of medicinal plants having anti-hyperglycemic or anti-diabetic activity. The database contains information such as plant name, its geographical distribution, useful plant part, known dosage, active constituents, mechanism of action and clinical/experimental data. The database also includes information about plant raw material suppliers or manufacturers in India. The current database includes 238 plants species and 123 Indian industries using them.
Ayurveda and other traditional medicinal system for the treatment of diabetes describe a number of plants used as herbal drugs. Hence, they play an important role as alternative medicine due to less side effects and low cost. The active principles present in medicinal plants have been reported to possess pancreatic beta cells regenerating, insulin releasing and fighting the problem of insulin resistance [4] . Aloe vera juice stimulates the release of insulin from the beta-cells in human, Acacia catechu wood extract enhances the regeneration of pancreatic beta cells in rabbits, Momordica charantia fruit extract enhances insulin secretion by the islets of Langerhans etc. A significant proportion of these plants have been observed to possess potent antioxidant activity, which may contribute to anti-diabetic property in streptozotocin/alloxan, induced animal model [5] . Not only in Ayurveda, but also in several other traditional systems of medicine, it is described that plants useful in diabetes also possess strong antioxidant/free-radical scavenging properties [6] . In Ayurveda, diabetes is described as 'Madhumeha'. Ayurvedic preparations in spite of their established efficacy for the treatment of diabetes are not very popular due to lack of systematic information about the active constituent(s) for a given plant, their mechanism of action, side effects, clinical or experimental data etc. Thus, there is a need to document such information in the form of a database. Limited databases are available for anti-diabetic plants. However, information on clinical/experimental trial and supplier industries of raw materials of anti-diabetic medicinal plants are not available in such databases.
Here, we describe a database containing information for anti-diabetic plants and their use. The database describes medicinal plants having anti-diabetic activity with other related information including relevant references. The database also contains detailed information about the plant raw material supplier industries in India with respective products. 
Methodology

Data collection
Database design
The Database was constructed using standard HTML and JavaScript. It has a web-based, flat-file type user interface with simple global search, specific database search, keywords help and with links to references in other external databases. The schema for anti-diabetic plant database is given in Figure 1 .
Software:
Microsoft Windows 95/98/2000/2003/XP operating system was used in the development. HTML was used for the creation of web pages and java script was used for the development of database front end.
Hardware
Personal computer with high-speed processor with Windows 95/98/2000/XP OS was used. We used 10.08 MB memory for running the database. 
Database features
